
January 21, 2018 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS  

 This week’s Fellowship Time is the Annual Meeting Luncheon. 

 Today, Sun., Jan. 21: 11AM Worship; 12:30PM Lunch & 
Annual Meeting 

 Mon., Jan. 22: 7-8PM Girl Scouts; 8-9PM AA meeting in chapel 

 Thurs., Jan. 25: 7-8PM Cub Scouts; 7-9PM Boy Scouts 

 Sun., Jan. 28: 9:15AM Choir rehearsal; 11AM Worship; 1PM 
OAYA 

 The offering in the back of the sanctuary this week is for The 
New Hope Food Pantry.   
Any announcements or information to be included in the 

Tidings for next week should be given to Pastor Gayle or sent 
to ccjpucc5320@att.net by NOON ON TUESDAY, to allow time 

for proofing and copying. Thanks! 

Congregational Church of Jefferson Park 
An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

773-725-0121 ccjpucc5320@att.net 

www.congregationalchurchofjeffersonpark.org 

The Rev. Gayle Tucker   Minister 
Welcome! Please know how glad we are that you are here!  

Whether you have worshiped here for generations or have walked 

through these doors for the first time, know that you are welcome 

here. 
Coloring Sheets, Notepaper, and drawing/writing utensils are 

available in the back of the sanctuary for everyone who would like 
to take advantage of these meditative tools!  We ask that you 

return the utensils at the end of the service.  Papers may be gifted 
as part of our offering or taken home with you. 

A nursery is available for small children.  Restrooms are found 

on the lower and second level.  Ushers are available to assist you 

in locating the nursery or restrooms. 

If this is your first time here, please sign the visitor card in 

the pew holder so we might know about you.  You may place 

this card in the offering plate or give it to an usher. Please join 

us in Mayflower Hall downstairs after worship for fellowship 

time.   

We are glad you are here!  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Annual Meeting will be TODAY, January 21, 2018.  We 
will gather after worship for a light lunch before meeting as a 
congregation to review the past year, approve the slate of 
officers and board members, and the 2018 budget.  Only 
official church members can vote, but all are welcome to 
attend and contribute to the discussions. 
 

The next OAYA meeting will be Jan. 28 at 1 pm in the parlor and 
we will watch the Chuck Bezold-recommended movie “Woman 
on Fire.” This is a documentary about the first transgender NYC 
firefighter. The movie run time is 1 1/2 hrs and there will be a 
discussion afterward. Everyone is welcome to come and we 
will have comfy chairs! 
 

WEEKLY VOLUNTEERS: EACH WEEK THERE ARE OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

AS LITURGIST AND/OR ANNOUNCER, GREETER AND/OR USHERS AND TO HOST 

FELLOWSHIP TIME, AS WELL AS TO SPONSOR THE CHANCEL FLOWERS.  
PLEASE SIGN UP TO SERVE YOUR CONGREGATION! 

 
 

How do we incarnate the love of 

Jesus in seeking to love your 

neighbor? 
 

Reconcile with your neighbor. (7/50) 
 

PASTORAL CARE:  If you or someone you know would like or is in 
need of a visit, please contact Pastor Gayle in the church office, via 
phone (773-725-0121) or email (ccjpucc5320@att.net), via call or 
text to her cell (608-751-1948), or via Facebook message.   Leave 
voicemail messages with details or with a message to call back.  

*Please note that if you leave a message Thursday afternoon 
through Saturday, it will not be listened to until Sunday morning.*  

Also let us know if you have visited someone, so that care and 
visits can be coordinated.  Thank you! 

 

  

mailto:ccjpucc5320@att.net


  



The Congregational Church of Jefferson Park 
United Church of Christ 

January 21, 2018                                   11:00AM 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 
*Please rise, in body or spirit, as you are able. 

Hymns today come fro m the black New Century Hymnal.  

 

Preparing Ourselves for Worship: 
"Faith, for me, isn't an argument, a catechism, a 
philosophical 'proof.' It is instead a lens, a way of 

experiencing life, and a willingness to act."  
- Sara Miles, Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion 

 

THE GATHERING OF GODôS PEOPLE 
Please take time to prepare yourself for worship during the 

Prelude.  We ask that you do your best to settle in quietly , 
so that those around you may prepare themselves, as well. 

 

PRELUDE                    
 

WELCOME 
 

CHORAL INTROIT 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP1  
Leader: We gather to respond to the call of Godôs love, 
People: Thankful that someone cared enough to share 

this good news with us.  
Leader: May we be compassionate enough to share this divine 

presence with others. 
People: Love, when shared, is not divided but 

multiplied.  
Leader: Love, given away, is not diminished but expanded. 
All: May our gathering beckon and welcome those 

near and far to know the love of this divine presence.  
 

*OPENING HYMN       ñJesus Calls Us oôer the Tumultò      # 172 
 



* PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Leader: From deep within us we know of a loving presence. 

All around us we see glory, beauty, life and light.  We have 
no words for what we experience so we cry out, ñGod!ò.  In 
this moment of worship may that loving presence grow 
deeper, may our awareness of the divine presence around 
us grow more intense.  May we, gathered in this place, learn 
to pay more attention to God, who loves us at all times and 
in all places.  

People: God, of love and life, in this moment of prayer 
be more and more in us that we might live more and 
more in you.  Amen  

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  

ñYour Ways Are Not Our Ownò         v. 1, # 170 

Your ways are not our own, O gracious God most high, 

Yet we would follow in your paths and on your love rely.  
 

ANTHEM            ñPraise Ye the Fatherò     Gounod   
 

CHILDRENôS FOCUS 
Anyone who chooses to may come forward,  

as we are ALL children of God.  Those 6th Grade and younger will 
be dismissed for Sunday School after Childrenôs Focus. 

 

ANTHEM      ñThe Lord is My Lightò           Speaks 
Douglas Roberts and Jenny Bezold, soloists 

 

THE WORD AMONG US  
SCRIPTURE READINGS    

OLDER TESTAMENT     Jonah 3: 1-5, 10    pg. 814(OT) 

PSALTER                       Psalm 62: 5-12       pg. 489(OT) 

EPISTLE             1 Corinthians 7: 29-31      pg. 149(NT) 

GOSPEL                    John 1: 43-51      pg. 80(NT) 
 

MESSAGE          ñTo Follow Himò       Rev. Gayle Tucker 
 

RESPONDING TO GODôS WORD 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          

Sharing Joys and Concerns  



Silent and Morning Prayers 

 Prayer of Our Savior2 (unison) 

Loving Presence, luminous in all creation, hallowed 
be your name.  Thy kin -dom come.  May we reflect 
on Earth the yielding perfection of the heavens.  
Help us to receive an illumined measure from Earth 
this day.  Forgive us w hen we trespass against 
others, human and other -than -human, as we forgive 
others who trespass against us.  Keep us on the 
path of wisdom when we are tempted to take the 
selfish path.  May it be your rule we follow, your 
power we exercise, and your radiance  that allures.  
May this be the truth that guides our lives, the 
ground from which our future will grow, until we 
meet again.  Amen   

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND SELVES       
OFFERTORY INVITATION 
Leader: Gestures of gratitude are a demonstration that a 

blessing or benefit has been received.  We heard a call, 
dropped our nets and came to this place to find new life. 
The gifts we give today are but tokens of the blessings of 
the new life we live in Christ.  Bring your gifts with joy for 
they remind us of just how b lessed we are to know this 
love that flows so generously from the spirit of God.  
ñYour Ways Are Not Our Ownò         v. 4, #170  
How shall we show your love, your pardon to believe? 
You bid us share as we are blessed and give as we receive. 

OFFERTORY  
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE sung to tune OLD HUNDRETH    # 782 

To God, all glorious heavenly Light, 
To Christ revealed in earthly night,  
To God the Spirit now we raise 
Our joyful songs of thankful praise.  

  * UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
May these gifts, given to these ministries of grace, 
be a blessing to friends and strangers, those like us 
and those not, those deserving and those not, for in 



Congregational Church of Jefferson Park  

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ  

773-725-0121  ccjpucc5320@att.net 

www.congregationalchurchofjeffersonpark.org  

Rev. Gayle Tucker  Minister 
Chuck Bezold   Music Director 
Phil Orem   Pianist        God is Still Speaking  

this way the love of God reaches all of Godôs 
beloved.  Amen  

 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD  
ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT THE LIFE OF THE  
   CONGREGATION AND COMMUNITY                Carrie Lawlor    
 

*CLOSING HYMN      ñYou Walk along Our Shorelineò       # 504 
 

* BENEDICTION  
Leader: Now may the One who is faithful to all be with us all 

as we depart this blessed place.  May we be a blessing to 
every place we go, until we gather again.  Amen  

 

* CHORAL RESPONSE 
 

*POSTLUDE     
 

WORSHIP ATTENDANTS 
Carrie Lawlor          Liturgist 
Cathy Calato & Dave Benegas      Greeters/Ushers 
Dave Benegas, Russ Gremel       Head Ushers 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Want to read that sermon you just heard?  Or one that you 
missed?  Sermons are commonly sent to shut ins, college s tudents, 
and others who live too far away to attend worship regularly.  Most 
receive worship materials via email, so there is effectively no cost 
to the church.  If you would like to receive the bulletin and/or 
sermon via email or print, please contact the  church office or 
Pastor Gayle, and we will do our best to meet all requests in a 
timely manner.  

                                                 
1 The majority of the liturgy is adapted from ñReluctant Evangelists,ò 

Worship Ways, Local Church Ministries, United Church of Christ, 2018. 
2 This version of the Lordôs Prayer is adapted from If Darwin Prayed, Bruce 

Sanguin, 2010. 


